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Preface

This report was commissioned by ICANN's Office of the Chief Technology Officer (OCTO). The
motivation for the project was our shared conviction that the Internet community needs a better
understanding of the economic factors affecting the transition to Internet Protocol version 6. In
July 2018, ICANN's OCTO provided some funding for the project and facilitated access to data.
We note that ICANN did not edit or control the content of the report; IGP's researchers were free
to draw their own conclusions. IGP is fully responsible for the content of the report.
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The Hidden Standards War:

Economic Factors Affecting IPv6 Deployment

Introduction: Standards Migration...or Competition?
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1. The economics of network migration
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1.1 The network externality
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1.2 Converters and gateway technologies
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1.3 The historical background of the IPv4 - IPv6 competition
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